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Final Stop : Andromeda 


Final Stop : Andromeda is the bi-monthly newsletter of the Boston Japanimation Society, a 
non-profit cultural organization devoted to the appreciation of Japanese Animation. 
The current officers are: 
Chris Bonni Newsletter Editor 
Marianne Popa Social Coordinator / Public Relations 
Brian Yelverton Media Coordinator / Convention Coordinator 


. Membership Information 


The annual BJS.1 year-six issue newsletter subscription fee is ten dollars for the U.S. 
and Canada, and twenty dollars for members elsewhere. Only U.S. currency will be 
accepted. Some back issues are availble for one dollar each, if you need them mailed to you 
there is an additional charge of one dollar for postage and handling. With your 
membership you receive the following benefits: 
A membership card to impress your friends with, 
Free Classifieds in the newsletter, 
Discounts on merchandise at the following locations: ey 
Harry Dog’s Comics and Stories, 51 Broad St., Bridgewater , MA 
7 ~ Bop City Comics, 80 Worcester Rd., Framingham (Rt. 9 Marshal’s Mall) 
Outer Limits, 457 Moody St., Waltham 
Space Station Studios, Waltham 
If you recieved this issue in the mail, check your mailing label. If the words " Last Issue" 
appear, then this realy is your last issue! New memberships and subscription renewal 
should be sent as check or money order payable to: 


Chris Bonni 
247 Park Avenue 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts 02324 


Make payment out to Chris Bonni, not to the BJS. Checks or money orders made out 
incorrectly will be returned to you. 


Directions to BJS meetings at U-MASS Boston 


By Train: Take the Red line to JFK/U-MASS station. Free Shuttle buses there will take 
you directly to U-MASS Boston. Shuttle busses run until 5 :30 pm. 

By Car: " Take route 3 (route 93) To exit 15 to Morrisey Blvd. Where U-MASS is 
located across from the Boston Globe Building, next to the JFK Libary. 

At U-MASS: Walk or drive to the Wheatly building(No. 010). At present our meetings are 
held in room 041. 
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Meetings 


The BJS meets the second saturday of every month and programing runs from 12-5pm. 
The meetings are held in room 010 in the Wheatly building, U-mass Boston. 


Video Schedule for Saturday, September 14th 1991 


Bubble Gum Crisis #8 Scoop Chase 52 min 
Iczer 3 Vol. 1 & 2 60 min 
Break 

Record of Lodoss War Part 1 & 2 60 min 


Video Schedule for Saturday,October 12th 1991 


Rarities month 
Space Cruiser Yamato (in english, This is not Starbazer, this ts an ultra rare feature 
only shown in a few theaters in the U.S.) 
Earth Telepath 2050 - Subtitled 
Plus a surprise EP of a rare series. 


Roadtrips 
Come join the BJS on one of our roadtrips. We meet on the last Sunday of every month 
at the Porter Exchange in Porter Square, Cambridge and leave promptly at 1:00pm, so plan to be 
there by 12:30. We usually go to Outer Limits, Mr. Big’s or Bop City Comics and then come 
back for a movie or dinner. | 


Submissions 


Final Stop: Andromeda desperately needs submissions from it’s members. The size and 
quality of the newsletter is directly proportional to the amount of effort that you put into it. We . 
can accept any anime related art or article. So please rush your submissions to: 

Chris Bonni, 247 Park Ave Bridgewater, MA 02324. ? 


Final Stop: Andromeda Staff 


Edditor: Chris Bonni 
Asst.Editor/ Art Director. Mike Callahan 


Contributors to this issue 


Artwork by: Jim Harington, (cover), Robert Luoma, Paul Zantt, and special guest stars. 

Other stuff: Chris Bonni, Marianne Popa, A. Agassi and Steve Pearl. 

Technical Info: This newsletter is published on an Commadore Amiga using Prowrite by New 
Horizen , Proffessional Page by Gold Disk and printed on a Hewlet Packard 
Laser Jet IP. 
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AnimeCon 91, the Diarv 


by 
_ Chris Bonni 


Greeting BJS, and welcome 
to a very late issue of Final 
Stop Andromeda. Th® reason for 
this issues delay and the 
subject of this article are the 
same, my trip to AnimeCon. I 
had such a great time though 
that if the price was that the 
newsletter is a few weeks late, 
I think it was worth it. 


Wednesday 8/28/91 | 

My flight leaves Boston 
at 8:00 and wiil arrive in San 
Jose at 10:30. I am very 
excited even though my 
expectation for the con are 
somewhat low. I have been 
disappointed at.a lot of cons 
in the past, so I do not expect 
much of a first year con 
devoted to such a specific 
topic. 

The flight is pleasant 
and uneventful. By the time I 
find my rental car, explore the 
hotel and unpack in is 12:00 
and the only program of note on 
the hotel cable TV is Leave it 
to Beaver, oh well I guess it’s 
time to explore San Jose. 

The only place of 
interest I know of in San Jose 
is Nikaku Animart and luckily, 
because the streets are 
numbered, I am able to find the 
store with no difficulty. 
Nikaku is quite a bit bigger 
than I had imagined. The store 
is filled with all kinds of 
japanese arts and crafts, 
cooking utensils and lots of 
knigkknacks. The anime section 
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is surprisingly small, only one 
aisle. Though it isn’t big, it 

is filled with every kind of 

manqa and anime merchandise 
imaginable, just what you would 
expect after seeing their 

catalog. The people there are WY 
as friendly as they are over 

the phone, and surprisingly 

they knew who I an. 

There is only one other 
person shopping there along 
with me. I overheard him 
mention that he was here for 
the convention and that he had 
payed quite a lot for the taxi 
ride over. He also mentioned 
that he wants to visit San 
Francisco. He seemed like a 
nice guy so I approach him and 
tell him I am also here for . 
AnimeCon and offered to give 
him a ride back to the hotel. 


I tell him I am also interested 


in going to San Fran to look 
around. He thanked me and 
introduced himself as See Tang 
Tan and asKed me where I am 
from. I tell him Boston. 

"Boston", he answers 
surprised, "I’m from Boston, 
I’ve never seen you at the 
BJS." 

"You haven’t?" I replied 
"T edit the newsletter." 

"Your Chris Bonni, I 
wrote to you to complain about 
not receiving my newsletter." 

Argg! I could not even 
escape the problems of the 
newsletter on the west coast. 

Soon after we had both 
spent quite a bit of money, we 
left. We explored San Jose, 
renting a couple of VCRs and 
after getting some dinner we 
decided to call it a night, 
agreeing to get a early start 
tomorrow so we could see San 
Francisco. 


Thursday 8/29/91 
See Tang and I visit San 
Francisco, we see most of the 
city in one day and have a 
great time. But because it has 
nothing to do with anime I 
will spare you the details. — 
We got back to the Red 
Lion Inn at 8:00 and register 


for the con. The Con pack I 
receive with my registration is 
excellent. It contains a very 
nicely done program and a 
—~pbeautiful animation guide with 
a very fine cover by Yoshiyuki 
Sadamoto. 

After getting the hotel 
to contact my VCR to the cable, 
for $15, I go to sleep, I want 
to get up early and be at the 
front of the line for the 
dealer’s room. 


Friday 8/30/91 
The Dealer’s room is 
awesome. Coming from Boston I 
had not had the opportunity to 
do much anime shopping in 
person, only through the mail. 
Therefore I was looking forward 
to the dealer’s room, probably 
more than any other part of the 
convention. There are over 
twenty-five dealers and between 
them they have everything I 
could have wanted. There are. 
animated cells from Nadia, 
Bubblegum Crisis, Kiki’s 
Delivery Service, Gall Force 
“and a thousand other Anime 
films. There are models of 
every mech and character 
imaginable. Manga and 
magazines, compact discs and 
laser discs, towels, t-shirt, 
music boxes, posters, giant 
stuffed Totoros and lots of 
videos(no bootlegs of course). 
I am excited, but slowly 
I begin to panic for who knows 
what I might be missing at the 
other tables. I enter a sort 
of feeding frenzy/spending 
craze. Looking around I see 
that I am not alone in this new 
state of consciousness. Ninety 
minutes later I arrive back at 
my room dazed, broke and weigh 
down with forty pounds of anime 
stuff. Luckily the opening 
ceremonies are about to start. 
The ceremonies consist of 
a short animated film and the 
introduction of the guest of 
-konor. It’s where we heard the 
.irst bad news of the 
convention, Leiji Matsumoto had 
to cancel at the last minute 
and would not be attending. 


Everyone was very disappointed, 
but with Johji Manabe, Haruhiko | 
Mikimoto, Yoshiyuki Sadamoto 
and Kenichi Sonada there was 
still more than enough people 
of note for the convention to 
be a success. 

After lunch I decided to 
try to get Kenichi Sonada’s 
autograph. I had promised two 
of my friend, that I would 
attempt to get his signature 
for them. The autograph line 
was moving very slow, I was 
thinking that it must take 
longer to sign in Japanese, 
soon however a few of the fan 
who had been at the front of 
the line began to come back and 
showoff what they had. Each 
one of them had an dazzling 
original Sonada sketch on the 
blank pages at the center of 
the program guide. I was 
amazed. It had never occurred 
to me that he would do 
sketches, but I was also 
suddenly very depressed when I 
realized I did not bring my 
program guide with me or for 
that matter anything else to 
get a sketch on. I decided to 
go back to my room for my 
program guide. I quickly ran 
upstairs, grabbed the guide, 
and was back to the line in 
under ten minutes. But to my 
horror they had closed the 
line. I was devastated. 
Quickly checking the schedule I 
saw that he was signing again 
tomorrow at ten, I resolved to 
be at the front of that line, 
no matter what. 

The programing for the 
con consisted of three video 
channel on the hotel cable, the 
same shows were also 
concurently showing in two 
video rooms and a theater. 
Subtitled programs were shown 
in the video rooms only, they 
were not piped through the 
hotel system. This was 
somewhat disappointing, but was 
done to protect the copyright 
holders. There where also two 
ballrooms. The main roon, 
which was used for the opening 
and closing ceremonies, game 
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show, costume skit and the 
panel attended by the guest of 
honor. The auxilary room was 
used for the smaller more fan 
specific type panels. The next 
event that interested me was 
the "Making Manga" panel at 
5:00 in the main ballroon. 


Pine, Fr, Oak. | Car:nci/Monterey | Autograph ! | Autograph 2 
roe Assvriitarw Moor I € 0: eet. Thunderbird 
12:00- 1:00 | Opening Opening Opening Opening 
Ceremonies Ceremonies Ceremonies 
1:00 - 3:00 Streamline oO Sadamoto Anno 
3:00 - 5:00 Anno/Sadamoto | O Manabe Sonoda 
5:00 - 7:00 Making Manga | Anime BBS re) Mikmoto 
Sonoda, Manabe 
Sadamoto, Mila 
30 - 9:00 Meet The Guests | O oO oO 
SATURDAY 
10-00 - 12:00 | Cross-Cultural [Antmation %]0 Sonoda (2) 
Magazines 
12:00 - 2:00 Manabe Focus: Gundam | Mikimoto (2) Oo 
2:00 - 4:00 Sonoda _Computer oO Sadamoto [2) 
Games 
4:00 - 6:00 Char Design Central Park Anno 2) Manabe (2) 
Mik. Son. Sad Media 
6:00 - 8:00 Winner} (Dinner) (Dinner) (Dinner) 
8:00 - 10:00 Costume Skits 6) 0) 0) 


10:00 -> | Game Show re) ro) re) 


The panel was attended by 
Johji Manabe, Haruhiko 
Mikimoto, Kenichi Sonada and 
the head of Gainax. To my 
surprise working in the manga 
business was work indeed. 
Manabe and Sonada told of 
producing hundreds of pages per 
month and of having to redue 
pages again and again to please 
picky editors. Kenichi Sonada 
seemed to have a very fussy 
editor, so fussy in fact that 
he had developed a intriguing 
method to avoid redrawing 
pages, he would wait until 
right before the deadline 
before submitting the pages 
that were due, this way the 
editor could not demand much 
redrawing and.still meet the 
Geadline. 

The head of Gainax, who 
served as the moderator, asked 
the audience which type of 
comics we preferred, American 
or Japanese. Not surprisingly 
the audience responded that 
they preferred Japanese manga. 


Page 6 


The head of Gainax portrayed 
American comics as middle-aged 
men in primary color costumes. 
Of course the audience was 
quick to point out that if you 
were to classify manga as 
broadly, it could be called 
adolescent girl with guns. 

The subject of the 
discussion soon turned towards 
current american movies. The 
head of Gainax did not like The 
Rocketeer, he was uncomfortable 
with the prominent theme of 
patriotism. On the other 
hand, all of the guests enjoyed 
Terminator 2. When asked if 
they would change any part of 
the movie if it were manga, 
they all agreed that the 
special effects were so amazing 
that they could not be improved 
upon even in manga. Kenichi 
Sonada offered, some what 
tongue in cheek, that if he 
made the movie, the t-1000 
would have the form of a cute 
girl. 

Over all the artists all 
seemed to enjoy their work, but 
all of them hoped to move up in 
their field and get more 
involved with animation. 

Later that night I 
attended a surprise birthday 
party for Mikimoto, put on by 
Nikaku. The party was held 
around the upper pool deck. 

The group of at least a 
hundred, waited patiently for 
Mikimoto to make his apparence. 
When he did show up he bowed, 
with a wide grin on his face as 
the crowd sang Happy Birthday 
to him. A large cake decorated 
with a striking picture of him 
done in frosting with thirty- 
two candles was presented to 
him. The party lasted into 
the evening and everyone seemed 
to have a great time. After 
the party I turned in for night 
and thus ended the first day on 
AnimeCon. 


To be concluded next issue 
Rest easy though, I did get 
sketches from all the guest of 
honor. Check them out in the 
center of this issue. 


Autograph Pages 


AnimeCon‘91 August30toSeptembeh2 «ssi 
SS | 


ea 


ANIME REFERENCE GUIDE Page7 .. 


fect 


SP 


{XX AnimeCon ‘91 August 30 to September 2 
| eee 


( 


Page 5 ANIME REFERENC \GUIDE 


Autograph Pages 


J ohji Manabe 


- Anime News - 


Courtesy Steve Pearl and Rutgers Anime 


Animation News 

There will be a new 
Lupin Sansei TV special on 
8/9, Nihon TV, 21:00. 

"Lupin Sensei Napoleon no 
Jishowo Ubae!" 

The target of Lupin this time 
will be the dictionary. that 
Napoleon had been using. It 
had been said that inside that 
dictionary, there was a map of 
the secret treasures that 
Lupin the first had hidden. 
Ever since Lupin the second 
gave it up at a bar,the 
location of the dictionary had 
been unknown. But it suddenly 
appears as the prize of the 
Crash Car Race that is going 
to be run between Madrid and 
Paris. 

Lupin will not let this 
chance go by. But he is not 
the only one after the 
treasure. Since the treasure 
is valued at 2 hundred 
billion(2 sen oku) dollars 
many governments are sending 
their agents after it. The 
CIA, KGB, SIS, the Mosad, and 
others are using their high- 
tech weapons to go after 
Lupin. 


AnimEigo Press Release 7/30/91 

AnimEigo, Inc. is 
pleased to announce the 
licensing of the BUBBLEGUM 
CRASH series from their 
creator, Artmic, Ltd. This 
series of animated science- 
fiction films will be released 
on Home Video in North America 
later this year. 


BUBBLEGUM CRASH is the 
sequel to the award winning © 
BUBBLEGUM CRISIS series (also 
available from AnimEigo). Set 
in the same "cyberpunk" future 


as the first series, CRASH 
continues the saga of the 
Knight Sabers, a group of 
High-tech Vigilantes at war 
with the evil GENOM 
Corporation. BUBBLEGUM CRASH 
incorporates high quality 
animation, strong character 
design, sophisticated 
storylines and a stunning 


hard-rock soundtrack. 


Currently, Artmic 
expects to release 5 BUBBLEGUM 
CRASH episodes: 2 have already 
been released, the third is 
due in October, and the last 
two will be released in about 
a year. AnimEigo will be 
releasing the first three 
episodes, approximately one 
per month, starting in 
November or December. 
Subsequent episodes will be 
released simultaneously in the 
USA and Japan. The retail 
price for episodes 1-3 will be 
$34.95. Retail prices for 
subsequent episodes have not 
yet been set. 


In addition, AnimEigo 
has entered into a character 
goods licensing agreement with 
Artmic, under which it will 
create a series of Bubblegum 
Crisis posters and t-shirts. 


Streamline News 

VAMPIRE HUNTER D will be 
issued in dubbed form on 
videotape from Streamline 
soon. 


Streamline has sealed a 
contract for the first 13 
NADIAs. Look for a late 1991 
or early 1992 release in the 
same format as ZILLION. 
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A TASTE OF TOKYO MARIANNE POPA 


Recently, I discovered a wonderful bit of Tokyo right in the middle 
of Brrghton Center! 

HANMIOK RESTAURANT is a suShi-lovers dream come true. It is a small 
unassuming, yet surprisingly comfortable place run by a truly gifted 
couple, Mr. Doojung Lee and Mrs. Myung Ja Yin who is, by the way, the 
ONLY female sushi chef in Boston!Mrs. Myung welcomes her customers 
with her ready smile and her gentle demeanor. As soon as you sit down, 
she immediately brings some piping hot cups of Japanese green tea, which 
much to my delight is provided free of charge with every meal! The 
food,need I say, is terrific. The sushi, of course is wonderful. They 
even will prepare sushi platters for your next party. Both nigiri- 
sushi and maki-sushi are avaiable for your enjoyment. The entrees 
include all the traditional Japanese dishes such as Tempura, Teriyaki, 
Sukiyaki, and th®ee delicious noodle dishes. All entrees are served with 
boiled white rice, a bean sprout salad dressed in toasted sesame oil, 
and a shredded daikon and carrot combination with a touch of Japanese 
rice vinegar. | | 

On my very first visit to HANMIOK, Mrs. Myung made me feel quite at 
home. As I sat and enjoyed her delicious food, she quickly pulled up 
a chair and struck up a conversation. Sitting with her I felt more 
like a personal friend chatting around the dining room table, than a 
customer in a public restaurant! Mrs Myung goes out of her way to 
treat all her clientele exactly the same way! No wonder I can't wait 
to come back over and over again. 

HANMIOK is open Monday through Saturday starting at 11:30 A.M. and 
closes at 10:00 P.M. It is located at 351 Washington St. Brighton 
Center. Easily accessable by T. Take the #57 bus (Watertown Sq.) 

from Kenmore Station. Prices are quite reasonable. Appetizers start 
at $2 and entrees are priced between $5.95 and $15.95 There are also 
a selection of delightful Korean dishes as well, priced betwwen $6.95 
and $9.50. 


HANMIOK 


— J ep 
Page 12 /o: Korean and Japanese Cuisine 


The Final Stop 


Commentary 


It has deeply concerned me 
recently this wave of “anime 
hysteria" which has been 
sweeping through anime fandom 
across the country. Japanese 
amimation has been shown in 
con video rooms across this 
land for years (starting in 
the late 1970’s) end to my 
knowledge NOT ONE individual, 
club or con committee has been 
shut down, arrested or sued 
because of it! 

If the Japanese were so 
concerned over this issue, 
believe me, they would have 


Shut down fandom long ago and | 


would not have waited until 
1989 - 1990!! Through my 
contacts in the Japanese 
community, I have learned that 
the Japanese do not see this 
as important an issue as 
Randall Stukey would have as 
believe! "You don’t bite the 
hand that feeds you!" 

If we all believe that 
logic, then Paramount Studios 
would have to shut down ALL 
STAR TREK CLUBS. They would . 
be shooting themselves in the 
foot financially, if they did! 
There are NO Japanimation 
police!!! 

Stukey and people like him 
DO NOT represent any anime 
Studio or government agency. 
This hysteria is a one man 
crusade designed for the 
glorification of his ego; and 
his hopes for unification of 
all anime fandom under his 
rule. This policy is very 
destructive and left unchecked 
will not bring anime fandom 
into the SF mainstream, but 
will ultimately drive anime 
further underground. I, for 

% e ° 
one, will do everything in my 
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power to see it never happens 
and I will continue to bring 
anime videos to the public, by 
encouraging membership in 
organizations like BJS. 

This article is written 
for information purposes only 
and not meant to provoke an 
argument. 


Marianne Poppa 
Society Coordinator 
B. J. 8. 


‘Commentary 

(another viewpoint) 

While the BJS does not 
actively promote "video 
piracy", we regard as 
misanthropic the notion that 
we are responsible to police 
our members and dealers (not 
to mention the entirety of 
anime fandom). Randall 
Stukey’s conspiracy of anime 
hysteria has got to: be the 
greatest hoax since Orson 
Wells’ War of the Worlds 
broadcast! In fact, we have 
it on good authority that the 
Japanese appreciate any free 
publicity that accrues from 
tape trading. Thus far 
they’ve even turned a blind 
eye at so called " 
bootleggers". The Japanese, 
trust me, are well cognizant 
that they need fandom’s 
support in order to break into 
the American market. 

Stukey’s flowing praise of 
Chicago Megazone and his own 
organization’s unmitigated 
hypocrisy (the biggest and 
most exclusive tape trading 
organization giving the bum’s 
rush at Gen Con to an alleged 
tape pirate and telling us to 
collect only traded tapes, 
which they won’t trade with 
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us) is more than a little 
frightening. 

This paranoia will only 
serve to push anime further 
underground and will result in 
groups meeting in darkened 
basements with the curtains 
drawn. Is this the future we 
want? Certainly not! Only by 
overcoming this irrational 
fear and exposing this hoax 
for what it is, can we ever 
hope to be part of the 
mainstream of SF fandon! 


A. Agassi 
Member/ BJS 


Classified ads | 


Wanted: Pen Pals! 

American SF Fans wanted 
to correspond with 36 yr. old 
Soviet Artist. Can read and 
write in english. I also 
enjoy collecting movie 
memorabilia and American rock 
and roll. 

Anatoly Paseka 

P.O. BOX 159 

Sverlovsk 620014 
U.S.8S.R 


Classified 

Mr. Big Mysteries 

I would like more information 
on the following: 


Mugen / Caliber (series?) 
Makanda Robo (Just a toy?) 
Kaibutsu (The kid with 
monsters) 

Aura Battler Dunbine 
Great Mazinger 


I am interested in 
information but I would like 
to borrow/buy (depending on 
the Price) relevant videos or 
Manga. 


Finally, who is Arisia (see 
illustration above), don’t 
tell me that she is Beskones’ 
foe, and why has Kaiyodo made 
a model kit of her (see page 


205 of. Hobby Japan Jan 1991). 


Contact me, Robert 
Luoma, at the next meeting or 
at: 

Robert Luoma 
P.O. box 3254 
Wareham, MA 02571 


Personal Ads 


Single white male electrical 
engineer, age 29, Ataru type, 
seeks S.F Lum type. Contact 
M.V.S care of Final Stop 
Andromeda, please enclose 
photo. 
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